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AM ACUUUNIT 
Of the Four Perſons found ſtarved to Death . 
Datchworth, in Hertfordfoire. — = 


5 


HE following Narrative of an affair 0 ſhocking to hun: 
manity, and ſo alarming in this country, (famed through- 8 
out the World for charity and benevolence) however ſimply told, 
cannot but make a deep impreſſion on the mind of every reader, 1 
who poſſeſſes one ſpark of humanity or feeling for the woes of bo 
his fellow creatures, I have neither abilities nor inclination to 3 
work upon the paſſions of the reader; nor any other motive to 
publiſh this account, but the hopes that it may not only prove to | 
haue a good effect with thoſe in 7510 pariſh who may have neglected - 
their duty; but that in every pariſh throughout the kingdom, 
| thoſe, whole more immediate care it is to provide for the Poor, 
may be rouſed to a ſenſe of their duty. 


To 8 and relieve the diſtreſſed, is a great and God- 
like act; and it is undoubtedly the duty, and in the power 
of every individual to do it: And yet in no kingdom are the Poor 
more hardly dealt with than in this; eſpecially in e but 


obſcure pariſhes, where ſcarce any gentlemen reſide, In theſe it is 
| oo : uſual 


LT. 
uſual for three or four #p//art neceſſitous freeholders to combine 
to form a veſtry, and engroſs the whole power of every kind 
into their own hands. I need not go far from my aum houſe to 
find ſuch a pariſh, and I fear many Fadred perſons in this king- 
dom can ſay the ſame. ' Where this is the caſe, and ſuch vl 
upſtart ooh get the lead, the Poor of every denomination be- 
come greater ſlaves, and tand more in awe of the churchwardens, 
overſeers, and all pariſh officers, than a Guinea ſlave does of an 
overſeer in any of our plantations in America; and the money 
which is raiſed for the Poor, is in general moſt ſhametully applied, 
for it is not given to the REAL objects of compaſſion, but to ſuch 


who are moſt ABLE and wiLLING to make their lords and maſters | 
ſome kind of return, 


Having faid thus * 1 I hall SEA) to ſs Pl 21 ne 
evidence of my own eyes, ad the teſtimony of many wilneſſes 
examined on oath, the condition, .illneſs, and death of the tour 
perſons, namely, Fames Eaves, his wite, and two children. — 


On the 23 d of January,” 1769, a day-labourer, who lately 
lived in a Bos af” belonging to this pariſh, told me, that four or 
five perſons were found dead in a poor-houſe on the green, and 
that they periſh'd for want of food, rayment, attendance, and 
a habitable dwelling. Unable and unwilling to believe it, 1 ſet 
out with an intention to examine into the truth of ſo alarming a a 
report; a report which the extreme ſeverity of the weather alone 

ta, 4 ced me to give any credit to. However, I immediately went 


to the place, where I found a ſmall hut, conſiſting of one room, 
without floor or ceiling, 14 feet t hg and 12 feet broad, un- 


thatch d 


1 

thatch' d in ſome . a window frame without any glaſs at 
one end, and on the oppoſite ſide a large hole in the plaiſtering, 
through which I could have got, and in at which I look d. 
There I beheld the four dead bodies, emaciated beyond any con- 
ception, lying on a very ſmall quantity of dirty peas ſtraw, ſpread 
on the bare earth. The man had on a piece of a ſhirt, the 
woman was quite naked, as were the children; nor had they any 


bther cloaths or covering but the remnant of an old blanket and a 


ſack. So that I cannot conceive, had every table in the pariſh 
provided them with meat and drink, and the Almighty with 
health, but they muſt have periſh'd with cold in ſuch. a — 1 


and in fuch E ee condition. 


pon a fri enquiry amongſt the neighbours, I found FI had 
been lo ill, as to be confined from laſt Fog 4: three weeks; and 
that this day fortnight one of be overſeers of the pariſh poor came 
and Jeſt half a crown for them, directing a neighbour to get 
them me tea, or other ſuſtenance; and this neighbour did aſk 
them what ſhould be bought with it: The woman replied, im- 
perfectly, a faggot, ome brown ſugar, and a candle; which were 
bought accordingly ; and put, together with the change of the 
half crown, in the houſe near them. From this time, however, 
till eleven days after, (when they were by a ſhepherd's boy acci- 
dentally diſcover'd to be dead) it does not appear, that either 
pariſh officer, or neighbour, had the humanity to enter the houſe, 
to look in at the holes, or window, or to take the leaſt notice of 
their well-known wretched, and ſtarving condition : For they per- 
ceived, and acknowledge that no fire was made with the pur- 


chaſed laggot; and that "wy had ſeen no {moak to iſſue from their 
chimney 


— - — — — - wy . — — 
rr — — — — ee A DEER — , — 


1 
chimney for a fortnight before they were found dead; ; at which 
time the ſame faggot, the change, and the candle lay, as they 
= 5: were left by the neighbour who fetch'd them. A report had, 
| been mnauftriouſly Jpread that they had the Goal Diftemper (though 
=: they never had been in a goal) and no one would W the houſe. 


V pon my return from viewing both inſide and outlide of this 
wretched ſcene, I wrote the following notes to John and Samuel 
Baſſett, Brothers, one the churchwarden, _ other the overſeer 


| 
Gi of: the Fan * 


Mr. Baſſett, 
Deſire, nay, I require, that you d not cauſe the four . per- 


| 5 ſons, namely, James Eaves, his wife, and two children, to 
5 be buried till the coroner has held an inqueſt on their bodies, and 
_— the cauſe, and authors of their death, are properly — 


into. 


Vours, «as 
Wenke Jan. 2 23, 176g. 5 


I omitted in the proper place to 6 that the third child, a 
boy of eleven years of age, was found crawling on the floor 
amidſt the dead bodies of his father, mother, brother and ſiſter, 
cramp'd and emaciated ; and tho ſenſible, unable to tell how 
long the other Part of the family had been dead. | 


I received no anſwer to the above note, and ſuſpecting that 
the bodies would be privately huddled into the grave, I {et out to 


viſi them a ſecond time, but on my my met the conſtable and 
another 


12 

another man driving a cart, as I thought loaded with boxes. I 
then aſk'd him whether he had received any notice from the co- 
roner to ſummon a jury, and at the ſame time told him, if he 
did, not forge that I was ready and willing, to ſerve upon it; 

and as he promiſed to oblerve my notice, I had no ſuſpicion at 
firſt that the cart contain'd two coffins, which were partly con- 
ceal'd by ſtraw and litter being laid over them; but, upon en- 


quiry, he confeſs'd that he was going with them for interment, 


by order of the pariſh officers; upon which I return'd home, and 
wrote to Dr. Smyth, the rector, reminding him of the conſequence, 
and beſeeching him to give me his aſſiſtance to bring this ſeeming 
dark tranſaction to light. He in return profeſs'd his willingneſs 
ſo to do: but ſaid he was inform'd, that at a meeting at Welwyn 
of ſome juſtices of the peace and the coroner, they had thought 
proper to order the bodies to be buried, and that he could not, 
in that caſe, refuſe it, but that he had not yet received their orders. 
But in a poſtſcript he added, that the pariſh officer was juſt come, 
and had brought only a verbal order, which was not ſufficient for 
him; and that he had, therefore, directed the bodies to be placed 
in the church, and put a ſtop to the interment. Upon examina- 
tion of the oariſh officers, and by the acknowledgment of the 


coroner, it did appear, that he had ſhewn the juſtices my paper, 


requiring an inquiſition to be held, but that they had, notwith- 
ſtanding, given the order for the dead bodies to be 3 Con- 


vinced that theſe gentlemen had not err'd, I became alarm'd at 


my own indiſcretion, and immediately gave out that I was going 
to London, but in truth I went only to Hatfield, where I was 


inform'd a gentleman lived, who neither wanted W APR. to adviſe 


me, nor humanity to aſſiſt me, in ſearching out the truth ; and juſt 
ſuch 


1 
ſuch a man 1 found in Mr. Searancle, of that town. A letter I 
received from him, this day, does his head and his heart ſo much 


honour, that 1 venture "here to inen it, with 2 70 apology on . 
ny that _ ME YH 


| January 25. 1769. 
8 IR, 


ADI 1 that the in en wake; has beak taken 
to-day upon the bodies of hole unhappy wretches, I would 
have certainly attended; but to-morrow being market day, and 
many perſons expected to come for money, makes it impoſſible 
for me to be at Datchworth den to n inclination. 


'My ſervant tells me, that FORE gentlemen, eminent A their {kill 
. in ply ſick and ſurgery, are order'd to attend to give their opinion. 
If it ſhould be found, that they were ſtarved to death, or periſh'd - 
for want of neceſaries,” then it becomes the neceſſary duty of 
every good and humane man to aſſiſt and bring thoſe to puniſhment, 


in a legal way, who, through negligence or e ſuffer d a 
whole family to be loſt, | 


As the law veſts the officers of a pariſh with a power to raiſe 
money for the relief of the impotent poor; if they, with a delibe- 
rate intention, ſuffer them to periſh, it is a crime mow ſhort of 
murder; but I am afraid not puniſhable as ſuch, e 


. is guilty of wilful murder, that ſuffers a en to die 
through dureſs : Can an officer of a pariſh be guilty of a leſs crime, 
that with-holds neceſſary relief from a pauper, whom it is his 
ny to provide with all neceſſaries proper for his caſe. 


I 


11 hw | 
I newer dd boos of a ſimilar inſtance to that under your con- l 


{ideration 50 ag making a a 1 Bil the like _ be 
prevented. 


* 


1 am, LY 


— * Ul 
O 42 
#3 #3: 


TY _ Your ir moſt obedient humble ſervant, e | 
Fee Soros. 


As "Wy as it was ws kt: or dildos; 1 was s gone to to London, 
the coroner was wrote to, who gave immediate direction to the 
pariſh officers to ſummon a jury, to aſſemble the next morning; 
and upon my ſeeing the conſtable of this pariſh, he inform'd me, 
his directions were to ſummon ſeven pariſhioners, but that he 
did not know where to find them ; when I again repeated what I 
had faid the day before. But he told me, honeſtly, that he had 

orders to the W ; and the church warden did, on his exami- "oY 
nation upon oath, acknowledge that he did give ſuch orders to 1 
the conſtable: and as orders were given by the churchwarden, that 
1 ſhould not be upon the jury, it is neither unreaſonable, nor im- 
probable, to ſuppoſe, that the ſame perſon might give him orders 
likewiſe who ſhould., Certain it is, that I was foreman of a jury, 
compoled of the moſt illiterate part of the pariſh, while many 
ſubſtantial farmers were within reach: and I think they all were, 
or all who ſpoke were, of a different opinion with myſelf. For I 
could not, nor would agree with them, that the perſons i in queſtion 
did not die owing to want of care, attendance, proviſions, or a 
habitable houſe; and that there had been great negligence ſome- 55 
where; till the coroner aſſured me, there was only this alternative, | 
to find it wilful murder, or that they died a natural death; but . | | 
that {| 
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that the latter verdict did not in the leaſt obſtruct other legal pro- 


ceedings againſt any perſons, who might, upon further enquiry, 


appear culpable. It appear d that no apothecary or ſurgeon had 
ever been ſent to viſit theſe wretched people: and therefore the 
inquiſition was, by my direction, adjourn' d till the next day, that 


we might avail ourſelves in having the opinion of ſome ſurgeon to 
inſpe& the bodies. Accordingly Mr. Froſt, an eminent and able 
ſurgeon of Hertford, attended the next day; and did agree, that 

he never ſaw bodies more emaciated, and that certainly there had 
been great neglect ſomewbere; ; and particularly that no perſon of 


the faculty had been call'd in to viſit them. I aſk d him, if he 


had been call'd in, whether he would have attended? To which 
he replied in the aff rmative; and added, that there were no per- 


ſons, however A or however ill, that he was not * e W 


to attend and At 


It appear MN on \ the examination of one neighbour, that the ſur- 
viving boy was the only one, for a long time, that was able to 
crawl out; that he had once or twice borrow'd the lid of her 
oven; that when he came, he was almoſt naked, having only a 
kind of ſack over his ſhoulder; that ſhe aſk'd_ ew why he did 
not go to ſervice ; he replied, becauſe the pariſh would not cloath 
him, and no one would take him naked ; that, however, he had 
not been for the oven lid within the laſt fortnight, nor had ap- 
pear'd; but that ſhe did ſee the poor mother crawl out about ten 


days ago, with a kettle to get a little water from a kind of pond, 


at a ſmall diſtance from the houſe ; that in endeavouring to carry 
it in, ſhe fell down, left the kettle, and crept on her hands and 
knees into her hovel again; and this was the laſt time either of 

the 


0 c 9 ] 
of the deceaſed 0 were ſeen alive. The 


have attended upon them if ſhe had been directed, and that ſhe 
was under no apprehenſions of catching” their di Bemper'; but as 


ſhe is very poor, I think ſhe is not quite out of danger. It it 
ſhould fo pleaſe God, that the ſurviving child ſhould recover his 


ftrength, it is probable his memory alſo may recover, and that he 
may be able to wipe away the foul imputations whicli fall upon 
the pariſh 1 in general, and upon a few individuals in particular. I 
could add much more to what I have already ſaid, but Iam con- 


vinced I have ſaid what muſt juſtify this publication every. where, 


but where ] live, and in the eyes of all honeſt men there too. I 
ſhall therefore conclude this N arrative with exhorting all pa ariſh 
_ officers, as well as all thoſe to whom the care of the Gel, the 


lame, the poor, and the wretched, are committed, to let this 


diſmal tale make a deep impreſſion on their minds; and to con- 
ſider that theſe four unhappy perſons died a more miſerable and 
cruel death, than felons who are broke alive on the wheel, or 


thoſe who. are tortured to death by the Inquiſition in Spain or 


Po tugal: and yet the heavieſt charge that has been laid to them 


is, that they were flothful and idle; and even to This | charge the 


man did not appear Mahle, T at 27 37 % ii oled 5". ger 


I think it neceſſary to ange the reaſtbs why 1 roy annex dt to 
this Narrative a plate, that muſt ſtrike no to the hearts of the 
moſt harden'd, and prove to the moſt humane, offenſive; but it 
ought to be femember d, that many people wao are able to read, 
and even to write, are, tievertheleſs, unable to underſtand 8 


4 they do read; and en ſuch perſons, I n are intruſted with 
5 . the 
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or woman, 
however, who fetch'd the faggot, declared, that ſhe would 
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the care of the A print, therefore, to. We people, is a 
leſſon with all capacities may learn; it is a language every man 
can fead; and as it — though, very faint, reſemblance, of 
the geathly figures from whence it was taken, I, flatter myſelf, it 
may make a E and permanent impreſſion on the minds of thoſe 
men, who are diſpoſed to forget that we are all made of the ſame 
compoſition; and that the day is not very remote, that even the 
youngel, | thei faireſt, and the moſt beautiful part of the creation, 

uſt fade, and become an object in the grave, at leaſt, as 
ghaſtly as any of theſe. I muſt likewiſe beſpeak the favour of the 
eandid reader to: excuſe: the many errors. of my pen. It was wholly 
written in the eveni 
capacity in which E never emed before, and hope I never ſhall 
again; a day, in which my mind has been diſtracted, not only by 
ſeeing g ſhocking deformities: 1 in death, but in life alle: a day, in 
which 1 have ſeen men, ſinking with age and infirmitics into the 
grave; violating with oaths and lyes the conſecrated ground; which 
in a few months n Gaya) may cover their bodies for ever. 


tw, Man, — che furviving; child, is recovering his health ; 
but he can give no particular account of the horrid ſcene which 
>paſs'd before his eyes; it is therefore natural to conclude, his mind 
vas at that time froze up with his body. An elder fon, who was 
out at ſerviee, ſays, he viſited his father, mother, &c. ſome time 
about laſt Chriſtmas; that he found them ill, and in a ſtarving, 
helpleſs condition; that they directed him to go to the overſeer's 
houſe, and aſk cs relief; =— the overſeer was not at home, but 
that a woman there r 'd, & Send them relief! ſend them a 
« halter let n die and be drone That on his return to 


inform 


ing of a day moſt diſagreeably employ'd in a 


[ x ] 


inform his diſtreſs d parents of his ill ſucceſs, he met rhe man, 


who refuſed then to give them any aſſiſtance; he accordingly. in- 
form'd his parents therewith, who replied, © then we muſt 


e periſh,” That he was deſirous of viſiting them a few days after- 
wards, but living at ſome diſtance, his dame would not give him 


leave, and he ſaw them no more. 


I cannot finiſh this account, without expreſſing my ſurpriſe 


and concern that this difaſter does not ſeem to make any impreſſion 
on thoſe whoſe more immediate duty it is to ſee that other poor do 
not periſh likewiſe : For nine women and children are now in a hut 
within one hundred yards of that in which the family periſh'd ; 


which hut is open in many places on the top, the ſides, and the 


ends, ſo that they cannot eſcape the violence of the froſt, the 


wind, nor the rain; and they aſſure me, the late ſnow came 
upon them night and day i in great quantity. This houſe, and the 


condition in which many of the inhabitants are, is well known to 


many gentlemen in . neighbourhood. I am inform'd, Mr. 
Young, of Welwyn, has, within a few days, viſited it; and I ac- 
companied Mr. Searancke, of Hatfield, to it this day. To theſe 
gentlemen (men of known probity and fortune) thoſe who are 
_ doubtful of the facts, may appeal: For though this be an anony- 
mous production, the reader may be inform d with the author: 8 
name, by enquiring of the publiſhers. = 


It is ; aſſerted by ſome of the pariſh officers that this family . 0 


of the goal diſtemper; ; for though they never were in a goal, y 


a man died in the ſame houſe not long ſince who had; and # 3 | 


it was ſaid, died of that diſorder. Why then was this family put 


into 
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into an infe@tious houſe? Why did uy Jay. Fe die upon 4100 


and naſtineſs? Why was clean ſtraw put in to lay their dead bodics 
upon? And why has | Suſanna Station, 2 por widow of this 
pr made oath' before Mr. Searanche this day, that her. late 

ſband did periſh, and was ſtarved to death for want of necel- 


Ga in the fame houſe, . ** mo 1 * 3 * 


| Datchwoth 15 the 18h, 170977 hb ich ach nnn bo, 
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5 F. A report * Sins d that 105 coroner charges che author 
Wich having bribed a young woman, who was examined upon 


- oath relative to this affair, before her. depoſition was taken. The 
author here declares it is falſe, and that the coroner knows it to 


be fo. Nothing was giert till after the verdict was ſign'd, When 
he gave her half a crown; which was in conſideration of that very 


fingular attention ſhe had ſhewn towards the unhappy perſons, 
which may ſoon appear more fully in a proper Place. Sa 
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